He Encourages Them

Hebrews 6:9-20
Introduction:

The Parenthetical Warning Against Degeneration:
He Shames Them – 5:11-14
He Exhorts Them – 6:1-3
He Warns Them – 6:4-8
He Encourages Them – 6:9-20
I. His Persuasion Concerning Them – 6:9-12
A. His Expectation – 6:9 (the outline verse)
“we are confident of better things”
1. Better than returning to Judaism
Their works are dead.
The law has been superseded by the new covenant.
Their legalism has been eclipsed by grace
“Do this and live the law demands, and gives me neither feet nor hands. A better word the gospel brings. It bids me fly and gives me wings.”
2. Better than remaining babies (immature)
3. Better than being burned (chastened)
4. Better than becoming disqualified
B. His Observation - 6:10 – “the things that accompany salvation”
1. The “salvation” intended
a. The tenses of salvation:

Past – from the penalty of sin - Ephesians 2:8-9
Present – from the power of sin - I Corinthians 1:18

“For the ﻿﻿message of the cross is ﻿﻿foolishness to ﻿﻿those who are perishing, but to us ﻿﻿who are being saved it is the ﻿﻿power of God.”
Promised – from the presence of sin - Romans 13:11

“…for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.”
The word means “deliverance” - “From what” has to be determined by the context.

b. The meaning in this passage:

This is the future salvation
(1) He has been referring to the future, beginning with 1:14
Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will ﻿﻿inherit salvation? 

(2) This context refers to works:
· To which they are to hold diligently to the end,

· Through which they will inherit the promises.
2. The accompanying things
a. These works are toward His name. – 6:10

b. These works are toward the saints – 6:10

c. These works are worthy of imitation – 6:11-12

d. These works inherit the promises – 6:12
C. His Reservation – 6:11-12  - “though we thus speak”
1. He had a strong desire to see them succeed in the Christian life  – 6:11
2. He was afraid that they might become lazy and quit  – 6:12

3. He was afraid that they would miss the inheritance  – 6:12

II. His Persuasion Concerning God – 6:13-20

A. God Gave His Immutable Promise to Abraham - 6:13-15

1. The promise placed no requirements on Abraham - Genesis 12:1-3
God simply said, “I will…”
Law was, 

“If you do this, I will do this…” (blessing)
Or
 “If you do not do this, I will do this…” (cursing)
But not with the Abrahamic covenant!

2. The promises covered three areas
a. The land
b. The nation

c. The blessing
B. He Added His Oath to it – 6:16-18
(Genesis 15)
1. The importance of an oath – 6:16

a. It is sworn upon something greater.

b. It ends all doubt.
2. God’s comparison with God’s oath. – 6:17
a. There is nobody greater (so He swore by Himself)

b. His oath also ends all doubt.

c. The promise and the oath (Two immutable things).
Encourage those who take hold of the hope.
d. The consolation is two-fold

We serve the same God who does not and cannot lie.
We share in the promises of the Abrahamic Covenant.
C. Both the Promise and Oath Give Us Great Consolation – 6:19-20

1. The picture – an anchor of a ship.

2. The reality – our High Priest in heaven.

Conclusion:

